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C
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Working as a solicitor in the UK 
 

 
 
See also www.lawbritannia.co.uk/oslawyer.htm 
 
(1) www.sra.org.uk/rel 

(2) www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/qltt/apply/qltt-experience.page. Please note that 
the SRA is reviewing the Qualified Lawyer Transfer Scheme for 2011. This 
may involve a reduction in the experience requirements but an increase in the 
amount of testing (see www.sra.org.uk/sra/consultations/1454.article) 

(3) www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/qltt.page 

(4) www.lawsociety.org.uk/documents/downloads/Profethics_RFLs.pdf 

(5) See www.sra.org.uk/students/academic-stage.page for details of qualifying 
law degrees 
Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL) is course leading to the Common Professional 
Examination (CPE) — a conversion course for those who have not studied a 
qualifying UK Law degree. See www.sra.org.uk/students/conversion-
courses.page and www.lawcabs.ac.uk 

(6) Legal Practice Course (LPC) is a practical course to develop the skills needed 
as a practising solicitor in the UK. See www.sra.org.uk/lpc and 
www.lawcabs.ac.uk 

(7) www.sra.org.uk/students/training-contract.page and www.lawcareers.net 
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Working as a barrister in the UK 
 

 
 
(1) www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/about/ourcommittees/ 

qualificationscommittee/applicationforms 

(2) www.lincolnsinn.org.uk  www.innertemple.org.uk  www.middletemple.org.uk  
www.graysinn.info 

(3) See for example www.bpplawschool.com/BarAptitudeTest.htm 

(4) See www.sra.org.uk/students/academic-stage.page for details of qualifying 
law degrees 
Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL) is course leading to the Common Professional 
Examination (CPE) — a conversion course for those who have not studied a 
qualifying UK Law degree. See www.sra.org.uk/students/conversion-
courses.page and www.lawcabs.ac.uk 

(5) Bar Professional Training Course (formerly the Bar Vocational Course, BVC) 
See www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/Educationandtraining/aboutthebvc and 
www.barprofessionaltraining.org.uk 

(6) See www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/Educationandtraining/whatispupillage and 
www.pupillages.com 

Are you…? 
qualified to practise in your home country,  

a Registered European/Foreign Lawyer, 
a UK qualified solicitor 

YES 

Approval from 
Qualifications 
Committee of 
Bar Standard 
Board? (1) 

NO 

BPTC (5) 
Pupillage with 

Barrister 
Chamber (6) 

Bar Transfer 
Test (3) 

Join an Inn of 
Court (2) 

Join an Inn of 
Court (2) 

Qualifying UK 
Law degree 

(LLB) or 
GDL/CPE (4) 


